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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-6, 8, 9, and 11-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Yun (United States Patent (6,084,959) in view of well known prior art 

(MPEP 2144.03). 

Regarding claim 1, Yun discloses a method and apparatus for controlling the 
ring volume of a telephone. In addition, Yun discloses a ring detect circuit operable to 
detect electric ring signals received by tip and ring terminals of the telephone the 
electric ring signals associated with a singular incoming telephone call; a 
microprocessor configured to receive notification that electric ring signals of the singular 
incoming telephone call have been detected by said ring detect circuit; and having a 
crescendo setting that signals the microprocessor to generate ringer control signals 
corresponding to the electric ring signals of the singular incoming telephone call), 
however, Yun fails to disclose a ringer option switch. However, the examiner takes 
official notice of the fact that it was well known in the art to provide a ringer option 
switch. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Yun by specifically providing a ringer option 
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switch, for the purpose of controlling the ringer volume. Further, the can be no invention 
in merely providing means (e. g. a ringer option switch) to selectively alternate between 
one unpatentable configuration of old elements, where there is no new or different 
function. See The Duplan Corporation v. Deering Milliken, Inc., et a!., 197 USPQ 342 
(DC SC1977). 

Regarding claim 2, Yun and well known prior art disclose, the combination 
disclose everything claimed as applied above (see claim 1), in addition, Yun discloses 
an audible ring generator configured to receive the ringer control signals and provide a 
succession of audible ring signals, wherein at least one audible ring signal in the 
succession of audible ring signals has a volume that is higher than a volume of a 
preceding audible ring signal in the succession when the ringer option switch is set at 
the crescendo setting, as disclosed at column 2, line 66 through column 4, line 51 and 
exhibited in figures 1 and 2. 

Regarding claim 3, Yun and well known prior art discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 2), in addition Yun discloses wherein the audible ring 
generator comprises a speaker, as disclosed at column 2, line 66 through column 4, line 
51 and exhibited in figures 1 and 2. 

Regarding claim 4, Yun and well known prior art discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 1), in addition Yun discloses an inherent CODEC configured 
to receive a sequence- of ringer control signals from said microprocessor and provide a 
corresponding sequence of signals for producing a corresponding sequence of audible 
ring signals, wherein at least one audible ring signal in the sequence of audible ring 
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signals has a volume that is higher than a volume of a preceding audible ring signal in 
the sequence when the ringer option switch is set at the crescendo setting, as disclosed 
at column 2, line 66 through column 4, line 51 and exhibited in figures 1 and 2. 

Regarding claim 5, Yun and well known prior art discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 1), in addition Yun discloses an audible ring generator 
configured to receive the ringer control signals and provide a succession of audible ring 
signals, a first audible ring signal of the succession having a minimum volume and 
subsequent audible ring signals of the succession having increasing volume levels, as 
disclosed at column 2, line 66 through column 4, line 51 and exhibited in figures 1 and 
2. 

Regarding claim 6, Yun and well known prior art discloses a ring detect circuit 
operable to detect electric ring signals received by tip and ring terminals of the 
telephone; a microprocessor configured to receive notification that electric ring signals 
have been detected by said ring detect circuit, and crescendo setting means for 
signaling the microprocessor to generate a succession of ringer control signals 
corresponding to the detected electric ring signals, wherein a first ringer control signal of 
the succession is used to generate a first audible ring signal having first volume and 
subsequent ringer control signals of the succession are used to generate corresponding 
audible ring signals of increasing volume levels, as disclosed at column 2, line 66 
through column 4, line 51 ; exhibited in figures 1 and 2 and recited above in the rejection 
of claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 8, Yun and well known prior art discloses a telephone ringer 
apparatus, comprising: an electronic telephone tone ringer configured to be coupled 
between tip and ring temninals of a telephone, a ringer option switch coupled to said 
tone ringer having audible ring signal volume settings and a crescendo setting; an 
audible ring signal volume controller coupled to said ringer option switch; and an audible 
ring generating device, as disclosed at column 2, line 66 through column 4, line 51 ; 
exhibited in figures 1 and 2 and recited above in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 9, Yun and well known prior art discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 8), in addition, Yun discloses a ring counter coupled to said 
audible ring signal volume control operable to count the number of ring signals 
associated with an incoming telephone call, as disclosed at column 2, line 66 through 
column 4, line 51 ; exhibited in figures 1 and 2 and recited above in the rejection of claim 
1. 

Regarding claims 11-20, they are interpreted and thus rejected for the reasons 
set forth above in the rejection of claims 1-9. 

2. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yun in 
view of well known prior art and further in view of et al. (United States Patent 
5,870,684), hereinafter referenced as Hoashi. 

Regarding claim 7, Yun and well known prior art discloses a telephone 
comprising: a ring detect circuit operable to detect electric ring signals received by tip 
and ring terminal of the telephone; a microprocessor configured to receive notification 
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that electric ring signals have been detected by said ring detect circuit, and an audible 
ringer device controlled by the microprocessor, the audible ringer device, upon the 
telephone's receipt of an incoming call, operable to generate a first audible ring signal 
having first volume followed by a succession of subsequent audible ring signals of 
increasing volume levels, as disclosed at column 2, line 66 through column 4, line 51 ; 
exhibited in figures 1 and 2 and recited above in the rejection of claim 1 , however, Yun 
and well known prior art fail to disclose a displayable menu system in communication 
with said microprocessor, the menu system having a menu key, which when activated 
provides a user with one or more ringer options, including a crescendo ringing option. 
However, the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to provide a 
displayable menu system in communication with said microprocessor, the menu system 
having a menu key, which when activated provides a user with one or more ringer 
options, including a crescendo ringing option, as taught by Hoashi. 

In addition, Hoashi discloses a displayable menu system in communication with 
said microprocessor, the menu system having a menu key. which when activated 
provides a user with one or more ringer options, including a crescendo ringing option, 
as disclosed at column 3, line 21 through column 4, line 36 and exhibited in figures 3 
and 4. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Yun and well know prior art by specifically 
providing a displayable menu system in communication with said microprocessor, the 
menu system having a menu key, which when activated provides a user with one or 
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more ringer options, as taught by IHoashi, for the purpose of providing a graphical user 
interface to control the ringer functions. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -9 and 1 1 -20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jefferey F. Harold whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7519. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh H. Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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